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The speech was grave, but hardly so grave as later eyes
have found it. It stated a strong conviction, but without
announcing that Great Britain would treat an invasion of
Denmark as a casus belli. That Palmerston did not regard
it as a threat of war is plain from his own note to Russell
six months later:

" Schleswig is no part of Germany, and its invasion by
German troops would be an act of war against Denmark,
which would in my clear opinion entitle Denmark to our active
military and naval support. But you and I could not announce
such a determination without the concurrence of the Cabinet
and the consent of the Queen/'

But in July there had been no Cabinet; the Queen was
not consulted on his statement; and her silence after the
speech was made shows that one eager student of the
problem did not regard it as a pledge. For she was watch-
ing anxiously; and while Schleswig-Holstein puzzled
Europe, those dismal Duchies darkened her relation with
the Prime Minister.

She had dreaded him at first. But he almost won her
with the reality of his sympathy and his fatherly concern
for Bertie; and he made such a " kind and feeling speech "
on the Vote for the Memorial that she wrote to thank him
and sent a volume of the Prince's speeches. She was quite
concerned about him when Mr. Disraeli was at Osborne,
hoped that no crisis would be forced on the Government,
and said Lord Palmerston was grown very old. Mr.
Disraeli said that his voice was as loud as ever. " Yes,
and his handwriting/' 'she cried, almost with pride, " did
you ever see such a handwriting? So very clear and
strong! Nevertheless I see in him a great change, a very
great change. His countenance is so changed." Here
was a tone that she had rarely used. She leant upon him
now, wanted him in the House of Commons, and deplored
his absences. When the Vote for the Exhibition buildings
went astray (and Mr. Disraeli, always a trifle apt to think
of a Parliamentary debate in terms of a cavalry charge,